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night's lodging and betook himself to bed. He was
still unheroically slumbering when he was aroused
before eight o'clock in the morning by the emissaries
of the law, and there was an end of the Cato Street
Conspiracy.

That, at least, was the end of the conspiracy. The
conspirators had yet to be dealt with. While they
were lying in prison awaiting their trial, the King,
who had been in bad health < at Brighton, sent up for
delivery his speech on the dissolution of Parliament
on the 18th of March, It was natural, of course, that
the King and his Ministers should make the very
most of what had happened ; but still the passage
from the speech which referred to the Cato Street
business was couched in such language as might
have been applied to some widely-spread, vast con-
spiracy, gravely imperilling all the best institutions
of the country, and not to the insane and fantastic
plot of a handful of men, wholly unsupported by any
following worth mentioning in an obscure corner of
London. " Deeply as his Majesty laments that de-
signs and practices such as those you have been re-
cently called upon to repress should have existed in
this free and happy country, we cannot sufficiently
commend the prudence and firmness witli which you
directed your attention to the means of counter-
acting them." Then the speech goes on to say : " If
any doubt had remained as to the nature of those
,principles by which the peace and happiness-of the
nation were so seriously menaced, or of the excesses
to which they were likely to lead, the flagrant and
sanguinary conspiracy which has lately been detected